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Candidate Interviews Subcommittee Meeting 
TIME: 5:30pm                                    Wednesday December 13, 2017 

Place:  Ware Junior-Senior High School Library 
 

 PRESENT: Chris Desjardins, Julie Slattery, Aaron Sawabi, Brian Winslow, Michael Foran, Eva Lowe, 
Dr. DiLeo, Brandy Bruso and Joan Sawabi 

 

Aaron Sawabi discussed with both candidates for school committee the primary responsibilities of 
being a school committee member. He let them know that it is primarily developing policy and 
working on the budget. He let them know that the committee does not get involved with the 
operations of the school itself. He discussed the libel laws with the candidates and the mandatory 
school committee course they must attend. 
 

The candidates were interviewed separately and each was asked why they wanted to be on the 
school committee. 
 

They were also asked if there was anything in particular they would like to see changed in the 
school district. 
 

The school committee then deliberated on the two candidates from 6:25pm to approximately 
6:45 after which time they voted. 
 

All Committee members expressed appreciation for candidates who participated in the 
process. Michael Foran's resume and cover letter was reviewed by the committee. Aaron Sawabi 
noted that he is looking for a member to assist with the School Policy subcommittee since it has an 
increasing workload that he needs assistance with. He stated this increasing workload is the reason 
the school has looked to outsource the responsibility and has also hired an intern. Mr. Sawabi 
noted that Mike Foran's resume suggested he possessed the types of skills that could assist with 
this activity, that he was an educator, and that he had advanced degrees and would be a good 
fit.  Eva Lowe was noted for her readiness to engage the committee during the interview, that she 
had participated in a prior Policy Subcommittee meeting, and that she seemed experienced in the 
policy development process. Also worth noting is that Brandy Bruso, a concerned citizen, expressed 
her appreciation for the passion exhibited by Ms. Lowe and indicated the committee's decision 
may affect her decision to school choice one of her children. Mr. Sawabi indicated that Ms. Lowe 
did not provide a resume, and that she submitted a letter of interest after the deadline date. 
Regardless, Mr. Sawabi indicated that as Chair of the committee, he appreciated her interest and 
desire to participate and as a result, he decided to allow Ms. Lowe to participate that evening even 
though she had not been formally scheduled. 
 

Mr. Sawabi, as Chair, noted that he supported Mr. Foran for the reasons described above and that 
a motion to accept Mr. Foran would require a majority of 3 votes out of 4 in the affirmative. 
Motion by Aaron Sawabi and seconded by Chris Desjardins to accept Mike Foran as the interim 
school committee member.  
Chris: Yes 

Brian: No 

Julie: No 

The Chair indicated 3 votes in the affirmative would not obtained and therefore the 
motion would not carry. 
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Mr. Sawabi, as Chair, noted that a motion for Ms. Eva would be warranted and would require a 
majority of 3 votes out of 4 in the affirmative. 
Motion by Brian Winslow and Seconded by Julie Slattery to accept Eva Lowe as the interim school 
committee member.  
Chris: No 

Brian: Yes 

Julie: Yes 

The Chair indicated 3 votes in the affirmative would not obtained and therefore the 
motion would not carry. 
 
The Chair stated he believed the vote is tied and now had to be brought before the Town of Ware 
selectmen for their vote on Tuesday December 19, 2017. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:51pm. 


